[Acute epiglottitis in children: current criteria for the diagnosis and treatment].
Acute epiglottitis is still a potentially lethal pathology, particularly in early childhood. The present study involves seven cases of acute epiglottitis in children under 4 years of age. The authors describe the diagnostic and therapeutic protocols used in these pediatric patients placing particular emphasis on the use of endoscopy and the need for prompt hospitalization in an intensive care unit to best integrate the diagnostic approach with therapeutic treatment.